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BEYOND THE CITY WALL
Building in Rome and the
suburbium in the 2nd century AD

Colloquium | 30 May – 01 June 2024

Istituto Archeologico Germanico
Via Sardegna 79–81 | 00187 Roma

https://www.dainst.org/veranstaltungen/
noslug/154

The Villa of Sette Bassi is one of the largest villa 
complexes of the Roman imperial period. Since 2020, the 
building has been the subject of structural and geodetic 
research as part of the research project »The Villa of 
Sette Bassi in Rome. Innovative architectural study and 
reconstruction« funded by the German Research 
Foundation (Project number 436838558). The project's 
objectives are to conduct detailed studies of the 
building's history, with a particular focus on construction 
and vaulting techniques. Furthermore, the applicability 
of digital building models (BIM) in archaeological 
building research will be assessed.

As part of an international colloquium, the results of the 
project will be presented, discussed and contextualized 
for the first time. The focus of all lectures is on building 
constructions, materials and construction processes. In 
particular, buildings constructed using opus caementicium
will be examined in greater detail. The aim of the event 
is to provide an overview of building in Rome and 
suburbium in the 2nd century AD.

The colloquium languages are English, German and Italian.



Section 3: Building construction and material

9:30 Material Property Insights of Opus Caementicium: A Study on the Durability  
   Enigma of Roman Infrastructure | Karla Cuevas Villalobos (Berlin)

10:00 Some considerations on geometry and construction of Roman vaults |
   David Wendland (Cottbus), Luise Albrecht (Potsdam), Marina Döring-Williams  
   (Vienna)

Coffee break

11:00 Structural innovations in concrete vaults between 1st and 2nd c. CE |  
   Paolo Vitti (Rome)

11:30 Sperimentazione e innovazione nell'architettura dei Mercati di Traiano: il   
   taglio della collina, le sostruzioni, le coperture voltate | Marco Bianchini,    
   Massimo Vitti (Rome)

Lunch break

Section 4: Building in Rome and Ostia

13:30 The Emperor's Palace on the Palatine - The genesis of a new type of building    
   in Roman architecture | Jens Pflug (Berlin)

14:00 The West Hall and the Domitian Complex. Building between the Roman
Forum and the Palatine Hill | Fabrizio Sommaini (Rome)

Coffee break

15:00 I cantieri antonini a Portus. L'esempio dei Grandi Magazzini c.d. Traianei |
   Evelyne Bukowiecki (Rome)

15:30 Opus caementicium in the water lifting complex of the Baths of Invidiosus in  
   Ostia | Jonas Zweifel (Berlin/Rome)

16:00 Discussion and conclusion

20:00 Joint dinner

Friday | 31 May 2024

Saturday | 01 June 2024 

10:00 Villa of Sette Bassi: Visit and guided tour

9:00 Welcome and introduction
   N. N. (DAI Rome), Ina Seiler (Berlin)

Section 1: Research in the Villa of Sette Bassi

9:30  Topography of the Villa of Sette Bassi | Ulrich Weferling (Leipzig)

10:00 Architectural and structural Analysis of the Buildings A-C in the Villa of   
   Sette Bassi | Ina Seiler (Berlin)

Coffee break

11:00 The so-called Hippodrome of the Villa dei Sette Bassi in Rome: Results of  
   the 2023 Research | Marco Rossini (Berlin), Madleena Brunken (Brake)

11:30 Villa dei Sette Bassi, la cosiddetta Dépendance: dall’impianto di II secolo   
   dC come complesso termale alle successive trasformazioni | Alessandra   
   Ten (Rome), Carla Maria Amici (Lecce)

12:00 HBIM for the data management of the Villa of Sette Bassi research project 
   Ilka Viehmann (Leipzig)

Lunch break

Section 2: Building between Via Appia and Via Tiburtina

14:00 Between Via Appia and Via Labicana – Romes suburban topography of the 
   2nd century AD | Yannic Grohmann (Berlin)

14:30 The Building Materials from the Villa Metro Anagnina in Rome. Provenance, 
   Characteristics, and Structural Application | Julian Bauch (Berlin)

15:00 Tombs in brickwork (sepolcri in laterizio) along the Via Latina and the Via  
   Appia Antica | Marina Döring-Williams (Vienna)

Coffee break

16:00 The Villa of Domitian in Castel Gandolfo: The architectural adaptations in  
   the 2nd Century AD. | Karoline Manfrecola (Cottbus)

16:30 Construction techniques and architectural evolution in the “Accademia” of  
   Hadrian's Villa (Tivoli, Italy) | Adalberto Ottati (Seville)

Evening Lecture

18:00 La Villa di Sette Bassi tra vecchi dati e nuove prospettive di sviluppo |
Stefano Roascio, Michele Reginaldi (Rome)
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